CHAPTER X

LAW AND ORDER UPHELD

WHILE President Cleveland was struggling with the
difficult situation in the Treasury, popular unrest
was increasing in violence. Certain startling politi-
cal developments now gave fresh incitement to the
insurgent temper which was spreading among the
masses. The relief measure at the forefront of Presi-
dent Cleveland's policy was tariff reform, and upon
this the legislative influence of the Administration
was concentrated as soon as the repeal of the Silver
Purchase Act had been accomplished.

The House leader in tariff legislation at that
time was a man of exceptionally high character and
ability. William L. Wilson was President of the
University of West Virginia when he was elected
to Congress in 1882, and he had subsequently re-
tained his seat more by the personal respect he
inspired than through the normal strength of his
party in his district. The ordinary rule of seniority
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